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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent recording information from being 
destroyed by the fault of an optical path changeover 
means by detecting light quantity of laser light passing 
on the optical path and executing information recording 
after the changeover of the optical path is decided. 

CONSTITUTION: When the upper surface of an optical 
disk 31 is designated, a Faraday cell element 83 
controls the light from a laser element 81 to 0 phase 
state and a moving optical part 6 is moved outside of 
the disk. Laser light is reflected at a polarized beam 
splitter 84 and passed through a polarizing mirror 87. 
When the light quantity entered in a light receiving 
element 88 is a prescribed detection level, the 
recording of the upper surface is performed by a moving 
optical part 7. When the back surface of the optical 
disk 31 is designated, the moving optical part 7 is 
moved to outside of the disk and a phase difference 
of XI2 is given by Farady element 83. Laser light passes 
through the splitter 84 and enters the moving optical 
part 6 and part of light is compared with a low 
detection level at the light receiving element 88. Thus, 
the changeover of the optical path is confirmed by the 



optical quantity of the light receiving element 88. 
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